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nion is, that nothing but a legislative enact-
ment would be of use ; and any Bill to
amend the laws relating to medicine would
be deficient in one of the most important
points of medical reform, if it did not ex-
pressly forbid medical men from making a
profit of the drugs they prescribe.
The only objection that I can anticipate to

my plan, on the part of general practitioners,
is the fear that their remuneration would be
lessened by it; but this by no means follows,
except in the case already alluded to, where
different persons follow different plans. The

question of the mode of remuneration is
quite different from that of its amount; and
while I would strictly prohibit medical men
from depending upon the sale of drugs for
remuneration, I would leave open its
amount, upon the most free-trade principles.
Let medical men obtain as much as they can
for their services, and let patients who find
themselves aggrieved by the charges of one
doctor go to another, who charges less. Men
of repute would thus be enabled to obtain
good fees, while others would not, under the
appearance of cheapness, be able to make
more of their patients. I am, Sir, your most
obedient servant,

JOSEPH CURTIS.
Camden Town, Feb. 22,1842.

JOSEPH CURTIS.

CYCLOP&AElig;DIA OF SURGERY.

W. B. COSTELLO.To the Editor of THE LANCET.

Sm,&Ncedil;In reply to your complainant re-

specting the delays which have occurred in
the issues of works published in parts, I beg,
in regard to the 41 Cyclopaedia of Surgery," to
state in mitigation, that I have never, either as
contributor or editor, been in arrear with the
printer in a single instance. In my position,
however, I am exposed to blame, and I do
not desire to screen myself from what may
justly be laid to my charge. It would be an
easy matter to be punctual with the readers
of the 11 Cyclopaedia," if nothing more were re-
quired than to press into their service the

floating talent available at the present time
for any subject. But my chief aim being to
give a practical character to the work, my
sphere for selection has been limited. I

have, however, spared no pains to secure
the co-operation of men who, in reviewing
the opinions of their predecessors, should,
from position and experience, be competent
advantageously to form and propound their
own. You are yourself my witness that my
efforts have not been unsuccessful.
The interruption now complained of oc-

curs in the article Fracture, a subject of the
utmost practical importance to the surgeon.
In disposing of this article, I consulted the
best interests of my readers, by intrusting its
execution to Dr. M’Donnell, of the Rich-
mond Hospital, a gentleman as well quali-

fied to treat it ably and lucidly as any man in
the three kingdoms. He undertook the task,
and the article was to be in my hands in
November. All the manuscript up to Fracture
was then in print. Unfortunately, about this
time, Dr. M’Donnell was attacked with a
dangerous fever. Not receiving the manu-
script, and not hearing from him, I went
myself to Dublin in December, and found
him entering on convalescence. Since that
time, he has been labouring as closely at
his task as the state of his health would
permit.
Under these circumstances the delay was

unavoidable, and on that account will, I
trust, be leniently considered. I am now

happy to say, judging from the portion of the
article already in type, that it will plead
more eloquently for its author than I can.

For myself, I cannot express the annoyance
I feel that my readers should have any just
grounds of complaint. By way of atone-
ment, let me be allowed to state, that I have
exerted myself successfully to recover lost
time by getting the articles in advance as for-
ward as possible : in fact, all the consider-
able articles up to the letter M may be said
to be now ready for press. One word more
in extenuation. Obstruction may depend,
as in the present instance, on a single contri-
butor, as the alphabetical distribution of the
Cyclopaedia precludes the possibility of sub-
stituting one subject in lieu of another. I
remain yours, &c.

. 

W. B. COSTELLO.
10, Golden-square, March 1,1842.

APPROACHING MEDICAL
LEGISLATION.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,-As one of the great body of general

practitioners, I am anxiously looking for
your remarks on the proposed Medical Bill
of Sir James Graham. If we are to believe
the periodical emanating from St. George’s,
the framers of the Bill have three distinct
objects in view.

1st, To replenish the funds of the Royal
College of Physicians, by diverting into their
coffers the proceeds of examinations; 2nd,
to degrade the general practitioner; and, 3rd,
to injure the public. The two latter. objects
will surely be effected by removing all legal
restrictions from medical practice.

The general practitioner has of late years
been complaining, and with justice, that he
has not been protected sufficiently against
druggists and unauthorised practitioners, not-
withstanding the penal clauses of the Act of
1815, but the announced measure proposes
to remove all protection, and to leb alise by
not prohibiting the most ignorant pretender ;
and this, after the experience of a quarter of
a century, has proved that the public may be
abundantly supplied with educated men.


